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  Figure 13.2  	� Sources of Tax Revenue: Texas and the National 
Average

Source: Lyman Stone, “Facts & Figures: How Does Your State Compare?,” Tax Foundation, table 8, http://
taxfoundation.org/article/facts-figures-2014-how-does-your-state-compare (accessed June 4, 2014).

commercial and industrial properties, leaving homeowners to pick up more than their 
share. Reformers argue that the owners of large commercial properties are more likely to 
hire lawyers to challenge property valuations. Assessment of residential property values 
are relatively easy to establish based on the prices paid for the large number of homes 
sold each year with the price of each home publicly available. Commercial properties are 
often valued on the revenue that they generate from rents or other revenue that may be 
confidential information not available to tax assessors. 

Currently, the state caps the annual increase in a home’s taxable value at 10 percent. 
This benefits senior citizens and others living on fixed incomes who may have trouble 
keeping up with the taxes on their homes as property values rise. As one resident of 
Austin complained, “I am now paying as much in property taxes as I used to pay for my 
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